
The ACF can trace its beginnings to 1859 when there was a 
threat of invasion by the

French.

In 1860 at least eight schools had formed Volunteer 
companies for their senior boys and

masters, and a number of volunteer units had started their 
own cadet companies.

Typical of these were the Queen’s Westminster’s who placed 
their 35 Cadets at their head when they marched past Queen 
Victoria at her Hyde Park Review of the Volunteers in 1860.

Miss Octavia Hill ... was certainly not a militarist. She formed 
the Southwark Cadet Company in order to introduce the boys 
of the slums of that area to the virtues of order, cleanliness, 

teamwork and self-reliance.

After the conversion of the volunteers to the Territorial Army (TA) by Lord 
Haldane in 1908, public schools and Universities were asked to produce units of 

the Officers Training Corps, and other Cadets Corps were formed into school 
units and open units for boys who had left school.

In the First World War a big expansion of the Cadet Force 
took place and the War office reassumed responsibility for its 
administration up until 1923 when the Territorial Associations 

again took over.

In 1930 the Government ceased to recognise the Cadet Force 
and withdrew financial support from it.



During the Second World War a big expansion of the Cadet 
Force took place in January 1942. The War Office took over 

the organisation.

The BNCA became the Army Cadet Force Association 
(ACFA) in 1945 and continues to be responsible for those 

aspects of cadet training and activities.

The Cadet Training Centre at Frimley Park, Surrey was 
opened in 1959. This centre provides courses for officers and 
adult instructors of the ACF and the CCF and also leadership 
courses in the summer for a limited number of senior Cadets.

Recent changes in the ACF have resulted in the provision of a 
more modern and workmanlike uniform and the introduction of 

the Army Proficiency Certificate (ACF)

There are about 4,000 Cadets in some 1,600 detachments, 
which are to be found in every part of the United Kingdom.
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